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Composer'’s note

Crasis represents a response to one of the most powerful acoustical experiences of my life:

a performance of a Noh drama by a professional troupe from Japan. The subtle graduations of the
wailing voices (‘wail’ is such a poor word; we really have nothing to describe such a flexible vocal
phenomenon) and the abrupt and cataclysmic explosions on the part of the drummers, interrupting
and yet preserving a strange sense of stasis—all of these made an intense impression on me. The
appropriateness of these materials to an electronic context seemed clear, and | set about writing

a work which would be not programmatic but rather an attempt to build a structure in sound whose
acoustical materials are derived from the Noh. The notation, which includes miniature mobiles, is
both traditional and proportional; cues are given sometimes by the conductor, sometimes from
sounds emerging from the tape. As the work progresses, the relation of the live instruments to the
electronic sounds proceeds from complement to fusion, hence the title (crasis: the joining of two
vowels into one).

—R.F.

Commissioned by The Composers’ Forum (Northern California section, 1.S.C.M.)



Disposition of instruments and speaker

The four single-voice instruments grouped around the conductor; the harp forward at the apron in
line with cello or violin; the percussion and piano at opposite sides at the back; the speaker (only
one) placed within and to the rear of the ensemble (not farther forward than the piano or percussion)
so that its sounds will blend with those of the live instruments and occasionally be confused with
them. A possible arrangement:

speaker percussion
iano ;
P flute clarinet
violin conductor cello harp

Explanation of signs and manner of performance
General

moderately fast, ad libitum
as fast as possible
five seconds on stopwatch

play all or part of circle in either direction from any starting note; play forte, leave
irregular pauses between notes.

{(vertical dotted line) simultaneous events

el

Flute

o Parenthetical note is achieved by rolling the mouthpiece and not fingering. Some
, ( , J flutists may prefer the reverse (i.e. to finger the upper note and achieve the lower ones
= )\ by rolling the mouthpiece).

Violin and Cello

Glissandi are rhythmic and should move evenly through the duration indicated
(immediately away from the starting note; starting notes are only points of departure,
not pitch entities in themselves ).

A parenthetical note at the end of a glissando indicates the range of the glissando, not a
pitch to be perceived as such.

& to be heard as a single, continuous glissando: a fast upward gliss (between a minor third
h f\ and a perfect fifth), and down-bow, followed immediately by a measured, slow,
f downward gliss. {non vibrato)

Q slap pizzicato (string bounces off fingerboard)
Harp
Arpeggiate only where indicated.
@ total muffle, unless attached to a specific note
q with metal shank of tuning key

6 with wooden handle of tuning key



Percussion

2 tom toms 2 suspended cymbals vibraphone
sand block wood chimes tubular chimes
marimba 5 temple blocks 2 mounted bongos
very large gong glass chimes wood block
2 timpani rachet glockenspiel
tambourine guiro snare drum
cymbals
temple blocks written: small 1

2

3

4

large b

glockenspiel written two octaves below sound
muffle

wyrteld
soft mallet

mediam (rubber) mallet reversible mallets may be necessary for fast changes

hard mallet

Pedal only where indicated. (|= & ¥ | = pedal off on fourth beat)
white key cluster
black key cluster

mixed (black and white key) cluster

The keyboard is divided into seven octaves (c to c), 1 being the lowest and 7 the highest.
Numbered clusters are to be played in the appropriate octave.

Electronic Tape

The tape is monaural, 7% ips. Levels should be set so that a blend of tape and instruments
results; neither should dominate. One tape cue is necessary during the piece (page 29),
otherwise the tape runs continuously. ,

Instrumental parts and electronic tape are available on rental from the publisher.
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